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WEA Gardeners’ Question Time!
with
Christine Walkden

(BBC: The One Show)

Saturday 25 " September 2010 - 11.00 a.m. - 3.30 p.m.
St. George’s Suite, The Basildon Centre,
St. Martin’s Square, Basildon, SS14 1DL.
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Christine Walkden has been a horticulturist since the
age of ten when she first obtained an allotment and
started growing vegetables and flowers, which she sold
to her school teachers and local residents. Following
her first job with a local parks department, she studied

at Lancashire College of Agriculture, and worked at experimental
horticultural stations and institutions such as the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew, before setting up a training workshop in the Rhondda Valley for the
Manpower Services Commission. She returned to college at Pershore
and then Writtle, becoming a lecturer in Horticulture at Capel Manor in
Enfield. Before eventually going freelance she worked as Advisory
Manager for the garden products division of the Baby Bio Company. A
past presenter on the BBC's Gardeners’ World, Gardener’s Diary, and
various independent television programmes, she also broadcasts on
Local and National Radio and is a past winner of the Garden Writers’
Guild Radio Broadcasting Award. She demonstrated her life and passion
for plants in two six-part BBC Two series, Christine’s Gardens, and is
now the resident gardening expert on BBC One’s The One Show. She is
an author of books and many articles, has led both garden tours and field
trips throughout the world, and is a keen photographer.

Programme: In the morning Christine will talk about the origins,
development, content and layout of some of the many varied and
magnificent gardens of our county. She will show numerous slides to
illustrate their ‘infinite variety’ and how they use features of the landscape
and make best use of our climate and soil. She will then take questions
before we break for lunch at 12.30. In the afternoon, starting at 2 p.m.,
you will have a unique opportunity to ask questions and receive advice
about your own garden and any problems you may have. If you already
have a question to ask, please use the enrolment form opposite to
submit it to give yourself the best chance of having it selected for answer.

The Basildon Centre is next to the Towngate Theatre, in the centre of
town, easy to reach by public transport and with ample long term parking
nearby. There are several eating places close at hand for lunch. Please
note that we are not allowed to bring food into the building; if the weather
is fine you might risk a packed lunch! But tea, coffee and biscuits will
be available inside during the day (from 10 a.m.)  and the cost of this is
included in the £10 fee. (Free if in receipt of benefit — see opposite.*)

Gardens of Essex and WEA Gardeners’ Question  Time

with Christine Wal kden
| would like to book places for this even t.

| am unable to attend but would like to be put on a mailing list for

future WEA events in my area (please tick if applicable).
Name

Address

Tel: Email:

Total Enclosed (£10 per person)
(Cheques made payable to WEA Essex Federation, SAE for receipt)

Please detach and return completed form with payment to:
Mrs. J. Black, 23 Highfield Road, Chelmsford, Essex , CM1 2NF.

*There is no fee if you are in receipt of means tested benefit. Please

tick box and enclose a photocopy of the appropriate document. *



